Bone marrow transplantation. Problems and prospects.
Over the last 15 years, human bone marrow transplantation has evolved from experimental therapy of last resort for patients with end-stage leukemia and marrow aplasia. The increasing success and use of marrow transplants has stemmed from important advances made in (1) the understanding and definition of the major histocompatibility complex in man, (2) the development of safe yet efficacious immunosuppressive and myeloablative preconditioning regimens, and (3) the development of techniques of intensive supportive care for these patients during their intra- and post-transplant course.